
 
 

   
   

News Story – Stay & Play 
 
Babies 
Our Stay and Play session was filled with 
excitement as parents eagerly observed 
their babies having fun in the nursery 
environment. Parents joined in with the 
activities, playing alongside their children 
and sharing in their enjoyment. The babies 
were clearly delighted to see their parents, 
greeting them with big, warm hugs that 
demonstrated their happiness. 
 
Throughout the session, the babies had the 
opportunity to explore a variety of 
engaging tuff trays and activities that had 
been set up. These included playing with 
playdough, making bubbles in the water 
tray, preparing food in the home corner, 
and playing with trains. 
 
Parents interacted with their own children; they also had the chance to connect 
with one another and engage in conversation with their child’s key person. This 
interaction fostered a sense of community and connection between the families 
and staff. The session supported social development as babies interacted with 
both peers and parents, enhancing their communication and social skills. 
 
Overall, the stay and play session was highly successful. Babies benefited from 
the opportunity to learn and explore while feeling secure in the presence of their 
parents.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   
   

Toddlers 
In the Toddler Room, we focused on science related 
activities. One of the activities the toddlers focused 
on was a science activity where the toddlers learned 
about change, as they watched ice turn from a solid 
to a liquid.  
 
The tuff tray was also setup so the children could 
explore a variety of sensory textures and the 
children had lots of fun playing with all the different 
sea animals and identifying all their different 
names. The children really enjoyed watching the 
animals diving into the ice.  

The second activity the toddlers focused on was using playdough and lollipop 
sticks to make their own shapes. This was a stem challenge where the toddlers 
explored joining together the playdough and lollipop sticks to create shapes. 
This activity supported the toddlers to develop their mathematical knowledge 
as they learnt the names of different shapes such as circles, squares and 
rectangles.  
 
The children also enjoyed playing with their parents and enjoyed showing their 
parents the play gym. 
 



 
 

   
   

Pre-School 
Today in the Preschool Room, we held a enjoyable Stay and Play session, 
welcoming parents who joined their children in a range of engaging activities. 
The event provided an opportunity for families to experience the nursery 
environment first-hand and participate alongside their children. 
 
The children engaged in hands-on play with playdough, pressing different 
shapes and exploring their creativity. This activity encouraged imaginative play 
and supported the development of fine motor skills. 

A mark making activity was also organised, allowing children to practise their 
hand–eye coordination and early mark-making skills.  
 
Parents enjoyed spending time with their children in the home corner and 
reading corner. Many commented on how happy and confident their children 
are at nursery, expressing how fulfilling it was to see them enjoying their day. 
The session was a great success, filled with positive interactions. 
 

 


